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PRESS RELEASE

Costas Tsoclis Painting. Limits and Transgressions


On Tuesday 8 September 2020, the President of the Hellenic Republic, Katerina Sakellaropoulou, will inaugurate the exhibition Costas Tsoclis, Painting. Limits and Transgressions, that takes place in view of the artist’s 90th birthday anniversary. The ceremony will be held at the B. & M. Theocharakis Foundation, without guests on account of the current pandemic. 

Fifty precious and typical works of the artist’s evolutionary course, from 1955 until today, reveal the footprints of his personal conquests. The exhibition starts out with the portraits of his mother and father (1955-1957) and continues with his much-discussed pieces of work, The Scarecrow/Épouvantail (1960), Ruins of an Ancient City (1960), Two Chairs (1967), A Bucket Full of Day and Another Full of Night (1970), Micado (1975), 2003, Axiou 15 (1985), Red Trees (2008), White Trunk (1991), Leaden Clouds (1988), Wayfarer (1988), Genesis (1992), Artemis-Kali (1997), Variations sur l’origine du monde (2017) and the portraits of Alexnandros Iolas, Ilias Petropoulos and his wife Eleni (1995) amongst others. 

The exhibition’s curator, Takis Mavrotas, notes in one of the many pages of the catalogue: “It has been several decades that his insightful intellect sheds light to the creation of visual arts. We are convinced that his viewpoint plunges into the future and that his action advances at a speedy pace; the one idea after the other, without, however, the one piece of work negating the other. Hence, his accomplishment has been the transformation of his thoughts into sensorial ideas. Great art acknowledges that this means comprehensive expression. The truth is revealed through strict sensorial means, as if an incessant flicker, setting out with the portraits of his parents, continuing with abstract statements, to the untraveled seas and the slick-surfaced moons, to the blazing trees, the leaden clouds and on to the erotic compositions, all the way to the stunning portrait of his wife Eleni and the entrance of his residence, on 15 Axiou street, in Thrakomakedones; sanctuary of his creative activity, among other representative artworks. And, as I’ve written in the past, in the catalogue of his exhibition Impressions of the Journey (Αποτυπώματα πορείας): “Towards the end of his defence statement, Socrates says ‘Only God knows who is heading for the better’. Through time, Tsoclis remains faithful to the unbroken course of his inspiration and particularly to his own regenerating action. He remains faithful to his constant struggle to render new form and meaning to the universe of his images. As he says: ‘Having spent years of necessary wandering around old pathways, now I trace my own steps and map out my illusions and obsessions. I seek out the fresh breeze shade of my very own body…’”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	“Tsoclis, at the age of ninety, encounters once more his ageless self in his 122th solo exhibition, at the B. & M. Theocharakis Foundation, in a compendium of his leading representative works of immense beauty that almost takes one’s breath away, convincing us that art is evidently inseparable from his life. As himself confessed: ‘No matter how many mirrors I’ve looked at, I always saw myself in them. Sometimes wearing make-up, sometimes old or wounded, happy or sad, still myself. And I can’t claim I always like what I see. Yet, this is the face I support my existence with’ […] Throughout these years, Tsoclis consoles us and inspires us; he is indispensable because through his work he sheds light into tomorrow with an unprecedented code of vision. I use the term code for it is a notion attractive to the artist himself, and because it marks his creative activity and its transparent truth, revealing to us his art, his immense and most impressive courage. An extraordinary work that expands our world, for, through its transparency, it reflects the dizzying pain of life and the joys that make it worthwhile living it.”

Costas Tsoclis was born in Athens, in 1930. He graduated from the Athens School of Fine Arts in 1954 and gained a scholarship by the State Scholarships Foundation (YKI) to further his studies in Rome. He lived in Paris from 1960 until 1985, where, through the Sonnabend Gallery, made a name for himself with his perspective artpieces “Objects-Situations”. In 1986, he represented Greece at the Venice Biennale, where he presented “living painting”, combining painting with video projections. He has undertaken both permanent visual interventions in public places, such as Underground Park, at the Athens Metro, and Python, exhibited at the Delphi European Cultural Centre, Genesis at the Fattoria di Celle in Italy, and temporary ones, like the one in Plaka-Athens, the village Monastiria in Tinos, as well as the visual-social intervention in Spinalonga in Crete, in 2012, and many others. He has mounted more than 120 solo exhibitions in museums and art halls in Greece and abroad, whereas his works are to be found in museums and major collections. In 2003, he was awarded by the Academy of Athens, while in 2004, the President of the Hellenic Republic bestowed him the Gold Cross of the Order of the Phoenix. In May 2011, the Costas Tsoclis Municipal Museum was inaugurated at the village of Kambos in Tinos.

The exhibition is accompanied by the eponymous bilingual catalogue, introduced by the B. & M. Theocharakis Foundation’s chairman, Mr. B. Theocharakis, featuring texts by Takis Mavrotas, manager of the visual arts programme of the Foundation, and Chrysanthe Koutsouraki, manager of the Costas Tsoclis Municipal Museum. 

Curator: Takis Mavrotas
Assistant Curator: Marina Milliou-Theocharakis
Exhibition’s duration: 7 September-8 November 2020
Hours: Mondays-Sundays, 10:00-18:00
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